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In doubtful cases and in patients with high perioperative risk, a laparoscopy has been performed and in most cases the lesser sac was opened and inspected. With It would seem that additional validation is required before we can accept the Ulm proposals that the majority of patients with SPN require operative intervention, or that the necessity for surgery can be predicted by the duration of organ failure, specific serum levels of C-reactive protein, or APACHE II thresholds. Moreover, the increasing amount of natural history data generated from comparable nonoperated patients, has placed the burden of proof placed squarely upon the shoulders ofthose advocating surgery. It is becoming increasingly clear to many that in the near future surgical debridement of sterile necrotizing pancreatitis will become the exception rather than the rule. 
